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THE  COUNTRY  WEEK. 


The  Country  Week  presents  its  sixth  annual  report, 
with  grateful  acknowledgments  to  all  who  have  assisted 
in  its  work  for  the  season  of  1880. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The  organization  continues  the  same  as  in  former 
years.  The  work  has  so  increased  that,  beside  the  Sec¬ 
retary,  it  was  found  necessary  to  have  two  paid  assistants 
for  even  a  longer  time  than  last  year,  in  addition  to  much 
more  work  done  during  the  warm  months  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  and  other  volunteers.  The  item  of  more  than 
15,000  miles  travelled  over  railroads  by  the  Committee 
and  others  in  caring  for  the  children  will  alone  convey 
an  idea  of  the  work  to  be  done.  One  lady  went  2,200 
miles,  another  over  1,900,  and  these  do  not  include  any 
estimate  of  travel  in  horse-cars  or  on  foot.  In  giving 
such  items,  it  should  be  added  that  every  one  seems  most 
earnest  in  all  that  comes  to  be  done  in  this  labor  of  love. 
In  fact,  anything  for  “  Country  Week  ”  is  done  with  a 
heartiness  delightful  to  see,  the  same  ready,  kindly  spirit 
prevailing  everywhere,  which  is  all  thoroughly  appreciated 
by  the  Committee. 
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THE  GUESTS. 

We  are  indebted  as  before  to  the  various  Missions, 
Bible-readers,  and  missionaries  for  the  names  of  women 
and  children,  also  to  some  of  the  Truant  Officers,  one  of 
whom  has  been  most  devoted,  working  early  and  late  in 
the  interest  of  his  own  and  other  districts ;  and  many 
special  cases  have  also  been  brought  to  us  through  the 
visitors  of  the  Associated  Charities.  We  have  endeav¬ 
ored  to  be  as  careful  in  selection  as  heretofore,  and  feel 
that,  considering  the  number  sent  out,  few  in  proportion 
have  proved  undeserving. 

THE  COUNTRY  HOME. 

Early  in  the  season,  we  had  the  offer  of  a  house  which 
could  be  under  our  own  management,  and  it  was  gladly 
accepted ;  but,  owing  to  circumstances  beyond  his  control, 
the  donor  was  obliged  to  withdraw  his  extremely  generous 
arrangements,  much  to  the  regret  of  all.  A  few  weeks 
later,  we  heard  of  a  house  in  Winchendon,  Mass.,  that  was 
built  expressly  for  a  “Children’s  Summer  Retreat.”  Find¬ 
ing  that  we  could  hire  it  for  quite  a  low  rent,  we  concluded 
to  try  the  experiment.  The  provision  thus  made  for 
about  two  hundred  guests,  and  the  many  invitations  sent 
in  from  various  parts  of  New  England,  made  us  feel  that 
the  number  of  boarding  places  might  be  materially  dimin¬ 
ished  from  the  years  previous.  Consequently,  we  engaged 
no  new  places,  and  gave  up  several  of  the  old  ones,  among 
them  two  in  Dedham.  We  were  glad  to  hear  later  that 
the  people  in  that  town  carried  on  a  Country  Week  of 
their  own,  caring  for  about  the  same  number  of  children 
as  they  had  in  years  past.  That  is  the  second  town  that 
has,  to  our  knowledge,  undertaken  its  own  missionary 
work  of  like  nature.  We  heard  also  this  season  of  several 
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instances  in  Holliston,  Mass.,  where  children  have  visited 
by  private  invitation  ever  since  they  first  went  out  under 
Country  Week  auspices. 

Unfortunately,  just  as  our  Home  had  fairly  started  and 
was  beginning  to  show  its  beneficial  effects,  typhoid  fever 
broke  out  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  The  Committee,  not 
thinking  it  prudent  to  incur  any  risk  for  our  women  and 
children,  deemed  it  advisable  to  close  the  house  for  a  few. 
weeks.  Owing  to  the  succession  of  three  cases  of  fever  in 
the  same  house,  we  could  not  with  safety  open  the  Home 
again.  As  we  had  arranged  for  a  family  averaging  four¬ 
teen  in  number  for  fifteen  weeks,  and  had  only  had  the 
house  open  seven  weeks,  we  were  obliged,  during  the  last 
of  July,  to  look  for  places  to  board  those  for  whom  a  week 
or  more  had  been  promised  at  our  Home,  mostly  mothers 
with  children.  Beside  some  of  those  where  the  children 
had  been  in  previous  years,  we  were  fortunate  in  finding 
good  places  where  the  women  might  be  with  their  little 
ones,  in  small  numbers  of  four  and  six. 

PERSONAL  APPEAL. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  held  in  April,  it  was 
decided  to  follow  the  example  of  Rev.  Willard  Parsons,  of 
New  York,  and  try  the  experiment  of  making  personal 
appeals  to  individuals  and  churches  in  the  country;  and, 
from  the  middle  of  May  to  the  last  of  June,  the  Secretary 
devoted  her  Sundays  and  a  few  week-days  to  the  work, 
speaking  in  churches  of  different  denominations  in  several 
towns  with  most  gratifying  results.  Although  it  was  a 
new  field  for  her,  everything  was  made  easy  by  the  uniform 
courtesy  and  kindness  of  the  ministers  and  people  to  whom 
she  spoke  ;  and  they  encouraged  her  warmly  by  promises 
which,  in  most  instances,  were  more  than  fulfilled  :  as,  for 


6 


example,  Uxbridge  promised  to  invite  about  twenty,  and 
had  two  sets  of  forty-three  each  ;  Upton,  “  probably  twelve 
or  fifteen,”  really  twenty-nine  ;  and  others  in  like  manner, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  statistics. 

Mr.  Osgood  Peabody,  too,  did  much  in  the  same  way, 
interesting  the  people  in  North  Conway  and  other  towns 
in  New  Hampshire  ;  and  almost  the  first  delegation  of  the 
season  was  composed  of  sixty  children  going  to  North 
Conway,  Wolfboro  Junction,  and  vicinity,  where  they  had 
“  a  glorious  time.”  We  feel  that,  through  the  passing 
away  of  Mr.  Peabody,  the  cause  has  lost  a  real  friend. 
From  the  first  year  through  all  the  six,  he  has  done  so 
much  for  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  the  children  that 
many  will  mourn  his  loss.  It  was  most  touching  to  hear 
how  some  of  them  grieved  when  they  heard  he  had  gone. 
It  was  a  great  disappointment  to  all  that  those  who  were 
to  have  spent  the  last  of  August  in  Rockbottom  were 
obliged  to  give  up  their  visit  on  account  of  the  illness  of 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peabody,  an  illness  from  which  the 
former  never  recovered. 

THE  PRESS. 

We  received  many  invitations  from  a  notice  sent  to  the 
newspapers  throughout  New  England,  particularly  from 
that  in  The  Household,  whose  circulation  is  so  large  that 
letters  of  invitation  came  from  a  town  in  Kansas,  from 
Meadville,  Pa.,  and  from  Auburn,  N.Y.,  beside  several 
towns  in  New  England.  We  were  happy  to  be  able  to 
refer  those  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  States  to 
similar  work  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York  City,  and  the 
Western  lady  to  a  Home  in  St.  Louis.  Those  nearer 
Boston  we  cared  for  ourselves.  Our  visitors  have  been 
sent  into  all  the  New  England  States, 
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TRANSPORTATION. 

The  railroad  companies  have  been  most  generous  in 
granting  us  every  favor  we  wished,  almost  before  we  asked, 
—  special  cars  when  necessary7,  and,  beside  the  usual  re¬ 
duction  for  the  women  and  children,  gave  passes  for  all  tak¬ 
ing  charge  of  them.  Not  only  did  the  kindness  come  from 
the  railroads  leading  out  of  Boston,  but  the  Providence 
and  Worcester,  New  London  Northern,  Housatonic  and 
Connecticut  Valley  roads,  gave  us  equal  privileges.  The 
Metropolitan  Horse  Railroad  Company  also  favored  us 
with  a  car  for  a  large  party  going  from  the  Union  to  the 
Eastern  Railroad. 

SPECIAL  DONATIONS. 

We  would  acknowledge  here,  with  many  thanks,  the 
donations  of  clothing  from  several  societies  and  individ¬ 
uals,  especially  that  of  a  lady,  from  whom  we  received 
between  forty  and  fifty  dresses.  We  are  glad  to  learn 
that  a  sewing  society  in  Dorchester  is  ready  to  devote 
part  of  its  energies  to  our  aid,  and  that  through  it  we  may 
next  season  make  some  provision  for  clothing  for  boys, 
which  is  much  needed.  The  amount  spent  for  clothing 
was  almost  entirely  for  boys,  and  only  in  cases  where  they 
would  have  been  obliged  to  stay  at  home  or  go  in  rags. 
Judging  from  some  comments  from  our  friends  in  the 
country,  their  appearance  in  that  state  might  be  accept¬ 
able  ;  but  we  prefer  not  to  burden  those  friends  too  far, 
when  they  so  kindly  consent  to  take  the  children  under 
their  care. 

INVITED  GUESTS. 

Although  the  number  sent  out  has  not  greatly  increased, 
yet  the  numerous  invitations  and  the  kindness  from  so 
many  other  directions  have  enabled  us  to  keep  some  of 
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those  for  whom  board  was  paid,  especially  the  weak  and 
sickly  ones,  a  longer  time  away  from  the  heat  and  un¬ 
wholesome  odors  of  the  city.  We  appreciate  more  and 
more  the  benefits  derived  in  many  ways  from  the  invita¬ 
tions,  and  hope  the  number  may  continue  to  grow  larger. 

Twice  during  the  season,  some  mothers  and  children, 
who  were  not  able  to  go  for  a  longer  visit,  were  invited 
to  a  gentleman’s  house  in  Hingham,  to  spend  the  day, 
where. they  enjoyed  most  generous  hospitality.  “Just 
think,”  said  one  of  the  hard-working  mothers,  “we  had 
not  to  do  one  thing  for  ourselves,  and  we  did  have  such 
a  good  dinner.”  Two  women  with  their  children  went 
each  time,  one  going  twice  with  her  little  boy,  who  has 
always  to  be  carried  in  his  mother’s  arms.  They  could 
not  any  of  them  have  gone  on  one  of  the  large  day  ex¬ 
cursions  ;  but  that  quiet  trip  down  the  harbor  and  back, 
and  the  pleasant  hours  spent  in  recreation,  did  them  more 
good  than  their  kind  hosts  could  realize. 

STATISTICS. 

The  number  sent  out  in  1879  was  in  1880,  1377, 

as  shown  by  the  following  statistics  :  The  first  visitor,  a 
woman,  left  May  21,  and  the  last  one,  a  boy,  returned 
October  22.  The  number  of  towns  receiving  our  visitors 
as  guests  or  boarders  is  123. 

INVITATIONS. 


A  dults. 

Boys . 

Girls. 

Toted. 

No.  of 
Days. 

Uxbridge, . 

29 

55 

86 

658 

North  Conway,  N.H., 

•  •  • 

!3 

30 

43 

442 

North  Easton,  .... 

17 

22 

39 

375 

Barre, . 

6 

25 

33 

37i 

Upton, . 

9 

18 

29 

252 

Carried  forward ,  . 

.  .  .  6 

74 

J50 

230 

2,098 

I 
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Brought  forward .  .  .  . 

Greenfield, . 

Northfield, . 

Deerfield, . 

Westford, . 

Littleton, . 

Peterboro,  N.H., . 

Baldwinsville,  . . 

Bernardston, . 

Newburyport, . 

Plymouth, . 

Wakefield,  N.H. . 

Warren,  .  .  .  • . 

Brattleboro,  Vt., . 

Hampton,  N.H., . 

Otter  River, . 

Wolfboro  Junction,  N.H.,  .  .  . 

Wrentham, . 

Rockbottom, . 

Medfield, . 

W.  Brookfield, . 

Saugus, . .  .  .  . 

Sherborn, . 

Rowe, . 

Lancaster, . 

Templeton, . 

East  Jaffrey,  N.H., . 

Brookfield,  N.H., . 

Lisbon,  N.H., . 

Centre  Rutland,  Vt., . 

Malden . 

Milford, . 

Merrimack, . .  . 

Bridgton,  Me., . 

Bucksport,  Me., . 

Skowhegan,  Me., . 

Waterville,  Me.,  .  T  .  .  .  . 
Southfield, . 

Carried  forward ,  .... 


A  dults. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

No.  of 
Days. 

6 

74 

150 

230 

2,098 

3 

6 

15 

24 

300 

8 

12 

20 

280 

2 

14 

l6 

172 

3 

13 

l6 

1 12 

i 

8 

-6 

1  5 

120 

t 

14 

14 

I40 

5 

i 

7 

*3 

141 

3 

9 

12 

84 

6 

6 

12 

Il6 

10 

10 

86 

4 

6 

IO 

108 

3 

6 

9 

95 

8 

8 

112 

* 

6 

6 

60 

i 

5 

6 

42 

2 

3 

5 

50 

'l 

J 

2 

5 

148 

i 

I 

2 

4 

27 

2 

I 

1 

4 

28 

4 

4 

52 

4 

4 

42 

4 

4 

28 

• 

4 

4 

33 

2 

2 

4 

62 

4 

4 

46 

2 

2 

*  4 

70 

4 

4 

34 

2 

2 

4 

30 

2 

2 

4 

48 

3 

3 

32 

3 

3 

95 

i 

2 

3 

20 

3 

3 

30 

2 

2 

18 

• 

2 

2 

14 

2 

2 

28 

2 

2 

8 

20 

M3 

336 

499 

5>OI4 

10 


Adults.  Boys.  'Girls.  Total, 


Brought fonvard,  . 

•  •  •  20 

J43 

336 

499 

Ljays. 

5>0M 

Shelburne, . 

2 

2 

20 

Bedford, . 

2 

2 

20 

Braintree, . 

2 

2 

14 

Foxboro, . 

2 

2 

24 

Hingham,  ...... 

2 

2 

iS 

Hinsdale, . 

1 

2 

126 

Brimfield, . 

-T 

2 

2 

34 

Lebanon,  N.H.,  .... 

2 

2 

75 

Sanborn’s  Mills,  N.H.,  . 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

20 

Southington,  Conn.,  .  . 

2 

2 

28 

Newton, . 

2 

2 

33 

Kennebunk,  Me.,  .  .  . 

•  •  • 

I 

1 

7 

Shapleigh,  Me.,  .... 

I 

1 

7 

Greenland,  N.IL,  .  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

7 

Union,  N.H., . 

1 

1 

i5 

Perkinsville,  Vt.,  .  .  . 

1 

1 

9 

W  are, . 

1 

1 

7 

Southboro, . 

I 

1 

14 

Harwich, . 

1 

1 

S 

Reading, . 

1 

1 

7 

West  Newbury,  .... 

1 

1 

9 

Somerset, . 

1 

1 

7 

Pittsfield, . 

1 

1 

14 

Ballardvale, . 

1 

1 

7 

W  akefield, . 

•  •  • 

I 

1 

14 

South  Haven,  Conn.,  .  . 

I 

1 

14 

21 

J5  7 

353 

536 

5>572 

BOARD. 

A  dults. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

No.  of 
Days. 

Sharon, . 

33 

44 

82 

78 1 

Winchendon  Home,  .  . 

.  .  .  i8 

26 

25 

69 

737 

East  Medway,  .... 

...  7 

20 

41 

68 

53 1 

Rockbottom, . 

•  •  •  3 

14 

44 

6l 

666 

Hudson, . 

.  .  .  iS 

17* 

24 

59 

606 

Medfield, . 

...  24 

T3 

*9 

56 

5°4 

Carried  forward ,  . 

.  .  .  70 

128 

*9  7 

395 

3.825 

1 1 


A  dults. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

No.  of 
Days. 

Brought  forward ,  . 

.  .  .  70 

128 

I97 

395 

3>825 

Milford, . 

56 

56 

553 

Concord, . 

...  4 

33 

18 

55 

55° 

Melrose, . 

•  •  •  3 

22 

28 

53 

459 

Easton, . 

...  4 

2 

35 

41 

3r7 

North  Raynham,  .  .  . 

•  •  •  3 

1 1 

27 

41 

427 

Charles  River  Village,  . 

•  •  • 

13 

26 

39 

273 

Lincoln,  . 

4 

9 

25 

299 

East  Bridgewater,  .  .  . 

...  4 

5 

14 

23 

161 

Sherborn, . 

.  .  .  13 

4 

17 

184 

Norwood, . 

•  •  •  3 

4 

8 

15 

101 

North  Easton,  .... 

12 

12 

108 

North  Chelmsford, .  .  . 

O 

7 

9 

106 

Bridgewater, . 

g* 

2 

3 

7 

266 

Petersham, . 

3 

3 

6 

77 

South  Lyndeboro,  N.II , . 

•  •  •  3 

1 

2 

6 

T52 

South  Walpole,  .... 

1 

2 

4 

3°S 

Wayland, . 

2 

2 

4 

224 

Gloucester, . 

2 

2 

42 

West  Quincy,  .... 

i 

1 

2 

H 

Newport,  R.T.,  .  .  .  . 

1 

14 

Needham, . 

1 

1 

44 

Easthampton,  .... 

1 

7 

Wakefield, . 

1 

1 

14 

Methuen, . 

1 

1 

14 

South  Scituate,  .... 

1 

1 

10 

128 

3°2 

3S8 

818 

3,519 

FARES  PAID. 

A  dults. 

Boys. 

J 

Girls. 

Total. 

7W  of 
Days. 

Sidney,  N.S., . 

2 

3 

6 

3:8 

Foxboro, . 

•  •  •  3 

I 

2 

6 

84 

New  York, . 

O 

2 

4 

42 

Reed’s  Ferry,  .... 

2 

1 

4 

I30 

Plympton, . 

•  •  •  3 

3 

42 

Duxbury, . 

1 

.  3 

21 

Beverly, . 

2 

3 

21 

Carried  forward ,  . 

...  13 

7 

9 

29 

718 

Brought  forward,  .  .  .  * 

Lynn, . 

Salem, . 

Taunton, . 

Montpelier,  Vt., . 

Randolph,  Vt . 

Saco,  Me., . 

West  Lebanon,  Me., . 

Belfast,  Me., . 

Island  Pond,  Vt., . 

Fall  River, . 

Dedham,  .  .  . . 

Lawrence,  . . 

W  oburn, . 

Braggville, . 

Haverhill, . 

Methuen, . 

East  Brewster, . 

Waterboro,  Me., . 

St.  John’s,  N.B., . 

South  Lyndeboro,  N.H.,  .  .  .  . 

East  Canaan,  N.H., . 

Wells,  N.H., . 

Wentworth,  N.H., . 

Skowhegan,  Me., . 

Solon,  Me., . 


A  dults. 

Boys. 

Girls, 

Total. 

No.  of 
Days. 

13 

7 

9 

29 

718 

1 

1 

2 

28 

I 

1 

2 

8 

2 

2 

20 

I 

'  1 

2 

28 

I 

1 

2 

28 

2 

• 

2 

84 

I 

1 

2 

40 

2 

2 

170 

2 

2 

56 

1 

I 

14 

1 

I 

14 

I 

I 

14 

I 

I 

l6 

I 

I 

14 

1 

I 

10 

1 

I 

14 

1 

I 

M 

I 

I 

35 

I 

I 

63 

I 

I 

14 

I 

I 

14 

I 

I 

42 

I 

I 

56 

I 

I 

21 

I 

I 

161 

32 

15 

16 

63 

1,696 

Adults, . 181 

Boys . 474 

Girls, . 762 


Total, 
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13 

No. 

Days. 

Invited, . 

•  •  •  •  536  . 

Boarded, . 

Fares  paid,  .... 

1,417 

Sent  twice, . 33 

Remained  as  guests,  .  .  7 

Duplicated,  ......  —  40 


Total  number  of  guests,  .  .  1 ,377  Total  number  of  days,  15,787 


2,255  weeks  of  almost  unalloyed  pleasure  1 
Average  expense,  $2.52  per  week. 

Average  length  of  visit,  ii-J  days. 


RESULTS. 

For  some  of  the  results  that  can  be  told,  we  have  letters 
and  words  from  all  sides.  Of  the  former,  we  give  extracts, 
thinking  that  they  may  be  interesting  to  others  beside 
ourselves. 

Two  families  of  children  were  kept  out  of  town  several 
weeks  by  the  parents  paying  half  the  board,  for  which 
opportunity  they  expressed  a  great  deal  of  gratitude. 
In  one  case,  the  mother  was  quite  ill ;  and  the  relief  from 
the  care  and  bustle  of  her  children  was  better  for  her 
than  much  medicine  or  even  going  out  of  town  with 
them.  We  paid  steamer  passage  for  a  mother  and  five 
children  to  and  from  Sidney,  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  nirife  weeks.  During  that  time,  the  father  worked 
steadily,  and,  being  relieved  of  the  care  of  feeding  and 
clothing  his  little  ones,  was  able  to  earn  enough  to  lay 
in  some  coal  for  the  winter,  buy  a  barrel  of  flour,  and 
put  a  small  sum  of  money  in  the  bank.  When  his  wife 
and  children  returned,  their  friends  where  they  had 
visited  had  provided  them  with  warm  clothing  and 
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many  comforts  for  the  winter.  This  case  came  to  our 
knowledge  through  the  Associated  Charities ;  and  their 
visitor  feels  that  Country  Week  was  a  true  blessing  to 
the  whole  family,  which,  in  the  spring,  had  been  utterly 
destitute  and  discouraged. 

The  deaf  mutes  sent  from  the  Horace  Mann  School 
are  full  of  the  enjoyment,  and  daily  show  the  benefit  to 
their  lives  of  their  few  days  in  the  country.  They  will 
sadly  miss  their  friend  Mr.  Peabody,  for  to  his  house 
they  have  always  gone.  It  is  interesting  to  see  their 
faces  light  up  at  the  mention  of  Rockbottom,  and  to  hear 
them, —  yes,  to  hear  these  once  mutes  tell  of  what  they 
saw  and  did,  of  the  horses  and  cows,  hens  and  chickens, 
daisies  and  “  thin  roses,”  meaning  wild  ones.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  composition  of  one  boy  who  can  write  better  than 
he  can  talk.  It  is  just  as  he  handed  it  to  his  teacher, 
without  corrections  :  — 

Rockbottom  is  37  miles  from  Boston.  Mr.  Peabody  owns  the 
farm.  Miss  Putnam,  who  is  superintendant  of  the  “Young  Men’s 
Christian  Union”  on  Boylston  Street,  sends  out  children  there  in 
vacation.  It  is  called  the  “  Country  Week  ”  though  they  stay  ten 
days.  Last  summer  I  went  there  and  staid  twenty  days.  There  is 
a  very  large  swing  in  the  barn.  We  took  turns  at  it.  I  can  make  it 
go  very  high.  Once  I  went  fishing  and  I  caught  some  frogs.  My 
legs  were  very  sore  the  bugs  in  the  water  bit  them  and  they  can  swim 
too.  I  caught  a  little  turtle  with  a  shell  on  its  back.  There  are  some 
pretty  large  ones  about.  I  lost  mine  through  a  hole  in  my  pocket. 
We  had  a  room  called  the  Play  House  adjoining  the  barn  and  we 
would  play  theatre  there.  We  made  it  by  hanging  sdme  blankets 
up.  We  played  “Red  Riding  Blood”  and  “Housekeeping.”  It  is 
a  very  pleasant  place.  There  is  two  horses,  three  cows  and  a  lot  of 
hens.  A.  H.  H. 

A  note  from  one  of  the  missionaries  is  a  word  from  the 
city :  — 

t 

Dear  Miss  P., —  Language  quite  fails  me  in  attempting  to  por- 
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tray  the  pleasure  that  it  has  given  the  fifty  children  sent  into  the 
country  through  the  kindness  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Union. 
Many  have  been  the  expressions  of  gratitude  from  mothers  whose 
lives  are  one  long  struggle  with  poverty,  that  this  joy  could  be  allowed 
their  dear  ones.  From  comfortless  homes,  many  of  these  children 
have  gone,  to  return  with  wonderful  stories  of  the  kindness  received 
and  the  delight  enjoyed.  One  poor  woman,  whose  husband  was  run 
over  by  a  horse-car  almost  a  year  ago,  and  who  is  obliged  to  support 
her  family  by  the  “  sweat  of  her  brow,”  returns  thanks  that  such  a 
ray  of  sunlight  could  brighten  her  home.  The  good  time  in  the  coun¬ 
try  has  been  the  theme  of  conversation  much  of  the  time  in  this 
home.  One  widow  with  six  children  was  very  grateful  that  four  of 
them  could  enjoy  the  “Country  Week.”  Ten  little  boys  who  were 
acquainted  went  to  the  same  place,  and  never  tire  of  rehearsing  the 
good  times  enjoyed  working  on  the  farm,  etc.  Some  little  girls  who 
went  for  the  first  time  feared  they  would  be  homesick,  but  when  they 
returned  said  to  me :  “  Do  you  think  I  can  go  again  next  summer  ? 
I  had  such  a  splendid  time.”  Many  little  girls  received  gifts  of  calico 
for  dresses,  hats,  etc.,  for  which  mothers  have  expressed  thanks 
repeatedly.  The  pleasure  of  my  vacation  was  very  much  heightened 
with  the  thought  that  so  many  little  ones  were  breathing  the  country 
air.  To  those  who  have  contributed  of  their  abundance  for  this  most 
excellent  charity,  I  cannot  return  better  thanks  than  to  breathe  for 
them  the  prayer  that  in  their  hearts  may  be  verified  the  words  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  “  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.” 

Very  gratefully,  - . 

And  this  from  a  town  where  two  sets  were  sent  will 
speak  a  word  from  the  country :  — 

The  Country  Week  was  “celebrated  ”  in  Barre  this  season  for  the 
first  time.  The  pastor  [of  the  Unitarian  Church]  and  his  wife  became 
interested  in  the  reports  sent  out  by  the  Christian  Union  and  what 
they  saw  in  the  papers.  The  interest  was  transferred  from  parsonage 
to  pulpit,  and  from  the  pulpit  to  the  hearts  of  some  of  the  people ; 
and  finally,  at  the  pastor’s  suggestion,  Miss  Putnam  was  invited  to 
be  with  us  on  Floral  Sunday  (June  20),  and  to  plead  the  cause  of 
the  children.  She  came,  saw,  and  conquered.  A  few  energetic 
ladies  volunteered  to  act  as  committee  to  solicit  homes  and  money 
to  pay  board.  A  partial  canvass  of  the  parish  was  made.  As  a  re- 
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"suit,  an  instalment  of  eighteen  children  and  one  tired  mother  was  met 
by  the  pastor  and  aids  at  Barre  Plains,  on  the  evening  of  July  21. 
Of  these,  five  or  six  were  boarded,  the  rest  were  distributed  in  our 
homes.  Experience  now  began.  .  .  .  With  two  or  three  exceptions, 
the  children  found  pleasant  homes,  and  the  people  were  pleased  with 
them.  Two  brothers  were  separated,  so  that  a  little  fellow  who  had 
never  slept  alone  in  his  life,  probably,  was*  landed  about  dark  in  a 
strange  place,  his  brother  two  miles  away,  himself  tired  and  hungry, 
and  no  handkerchief  with  which  to  wipe  his  weeping  eyes  (for  his 
clothes  were  bundled  with  his  brother’s,  and,  although  some  one  was 
at  hand  bringing  them,  he  knew  it  not).  The  end  is  obvious.  The 
boy  slept  with  his  brother  that  night,  and  was  boarded  with  him 
thereafter. 

The  children  who  visited  the  farmers  had  a  real  good  time,  and  so 
did  the  farmers.  One  of  them  made  a  picnic  for  all  the  children 
shortly  before  they  were  to  return ;  and  they  all  were  there,  and  en¬ 
joyed  it.  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  among  the  number  was 
one  little  girl  five  or  six  years  old  who  was  not  duly  billeted.  She 
slipped  in  unawares  (at  the  station),  and  certainly  she  had  not  on  the 
wedding  garment.  At  the  depot  was  a  good  woman  with  a  girl  about 
her  age,  who  was  hoping  there  might  be  an  extra  one  for  her.  She 
took  her,  and  found  there  was  more  of  her  than  she  bargained  for  ; 
but  she  applied  heroic  treatment,  supplemented  her  wardrobe  from 
little  M.’s,  and  hated  to  give  her  up  when  the  time  came.  She  has 
written  to  them  from  Boston,  and  they  would  like  her  again  next  year. 
This  party  stayed  ten  days.  No  accidents. 

By  this  time,  Country  Week  was  fairly  before  the  people  of  Barre. 
The  committee,  conscious  of  the  fulfilment  of  their  duty,  solicited  no 
more  invitations.  But  they  began  to  come  in  unsolicited ;  and  the 
result  was  the  arrival,  on  August  12,  of  nine  more,  eight  children  and 
one  mother.  More  were  wanted ;  so,  on  August  16,  the  writer,  happen¬ 
ing  to  be  in  Boston,  brought  with  him  on  his  return  three  more.  The 
last  lot  was  eminently  satisfactory,  with  hardly  an  exception.  There 
was  some  confusion  in  the  assignment,  so  that  it  happened  in  two  in¬ 
stances  that  people  who  had  asked  for  two  took  three,  and  they  and  the 
children  were  well  satisfied  with  the  arrangement.  One  man  told  me 
afterward  that  he  gave  his  bed  to  the  three  children  and  slept  on  the 
floor,  and  felt  so  well  paid  for  his  trouble  that  he  would  like  them 
again  next  year.  These  children,  with  the  exception  of  the  three  who 
went  up  later,  stayed  two  weeks.  They  all  went  home  together,  most 
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of  them  in  tears,  because  they  could  not  stay  longer,  and  promising 
to  come  again  next  year,  if  they  could. 

I  hope,  on  the  whole,  we  did  the  children  some  good.  I  know  they 
did  us  good.  They  introduced  us  to  ourselves  and  to  each  other,  and 
to  the  fact  that  it  is  easy  and  pleasant  to  do  good  as  we  have  oppor¬ 
tunity,  if  only  we  have  willing  minds.  Yours  cordially, 

A.  F.  B. 

This  from  New  Hampshire  :  — 

I  would  s^y,  in  reply  to  your  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  children 
who  came  to  Wakefield,  they  were  remarkably  well  behaved;  and 
all  the  families  who  entertained  them  were  very  much  pleased  with 
their  general  deportment.  I  should  except  one  family,  who  had  a  little 
trouble  in  governing  those  who  stayed  with  them.  The  two  boys  who 
were  with  me  a  fortnight  were  peifect  little  gentlemen,  very  thought¬ 
ful  in  regard  to  making  trouble,  and  did  all  they  could  to  help,  and 
seemed  to  enjoy  their  visit  thoroughly.  One  of  them  was  taken  with 
the  measles  a  few  days  after  he  arrived,  which  was  quite  a  drawback 
to  his  pleasure ;  but  he  bore  his  sickness  very  patiently.  They  were 
delighted  to  go  berrying.  They  picked  a  number  of  quarts,  which 
they  sold.  One  of  them  took  home  a  dollar  to  his  mother,  which  he 
had  earned  picking  berries.  I  have  no  doubt  that  next  summer  the 
Wakefield  people  will  consider  it  a  pleasure  to  entertain  some  of 
your  children  whom  you  are  so  kindly  interested  in.  May  God  bless 
all  who  are  engaged  in  this  noble  and  worthy  enterprise ! 

Yours  sincerely,  - . 

We  hear  often  of  the  American  tendency  to  tell  large 
stories  about  what  “we  have  at  home,”  which  turn  out 
mostly  as  did  the  one  of  a  little  girl,  who  talked  about 
“  my  father’s  horses  and  stable,”  etc.  It  proved  upon  in¬ 
quiry  that  the  father  was  connected  with  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Railroad  stables. 

Those  going  with  and  for  the  children  bring  home  bits 
of  conversation  overheard  which  would  make  a  small 
volume  in  themselves.  One  little  fellow  was  much  exer¬ 
cised  about  the  possibility  of  bears  in  the  vicinity  of 
Greenfield,  but  was  quite  reassured  after  his  visit  there, 
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and  was  very  happy  in  the  -opportunity  of  going  the  sec¬ 
ond  time  for  a  few  days  with  his  mother.  In  an  express 

train,  Miss - was  much  amused  to  overhear  from  the 

conversation  of  two  small  boys  the  exclamation  :  “  Didn’t 
I  tell  you  the  earth  went  round  ?  See  it  go  !  ” 

Wediave  been  sorry  to  learn  of  some  instances  where 
the  fact  of  the  board  having  been  paid  in  previous  years 
has  led  some  foolish  girls  to  “put  on  airs.”  We  trust 
that  those  who  have  come  in  contact  with  such  will  not 
be  discouraged ;  for,  considering  the  surroundings  of 
many  of  those  sent  out,  the  average  good  behavior  is 
sometimes  surprising  td  those  who  know  the  homes  and 
influences  about  them.  We  do  not  ever  promise  that 
they  shall  be  angels,  neither  are  many  of  them  uncon¬ 
scionably  naughty  and  unruly, —  certainly  not  much  more 
so,  taking  all  things  into  consideration,  than  an  equal 
number  of  children  better  off  regarding  homes  and 
worldly  goods.  We  feel,  in  justice  to  all  concerned,  that 
we  should  say  this,  and  also  to  ask  those  who  do  invite 
the  children  to  kindly  tell  us  if  any  real,  uncontrollable 
wickedness  should  show  itself.  We  did  have  a  few  cases 
of  naughty  ones  sent  home  this  summer,  for  which  we  re¬ 
gretted  the  occasion,  but  were  glad  to  be  assured  that  the 
experiences  did  not  discourage  their  hosts  in  the  good 
cause. 

We  finish  our  somewhat  lengthy  report  with  a  quotation 
from  an  editorial  in  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  written 
at  the  close  of  the  season  of  the  Fresh  Air  Fund  of  that 
city.  It  covers  the  ground  so  well,  and  is  so  suitable  to 
all  such  work,  that  we  think  it  well  to  add  its  words  as  an 
indorsement  to  our  statement  of  the  good  done  :  — 

“  As  to  the  benefits  conferred  by  the  vacations  upon 
the  delicate  and  half-nourished  children,  the  testimony  of 


physicians,  mission-workers,  and  all  other  persons  who 
come  into  contact  with  the  children,  is  enthusiastic  and 
overwhelming.  The  vacation  is  a  sort  of  salvation,  men¬ 
tal,  moral,  and  physical,  to  all  the  children  sent  out.  It 
gives  them  health  and  hope ;  it  turns  to  them,  for  the  first 
time  in  their  little  lives,  the  sunny  side  of  the  world;  it 
awakens  them  from  the  lethargy  of  wretchedness ;  it 
teaches  them  that  poverty  need  not  mean  sin  or  unclean¬ 
ness  of  life ;  it  shows  them  that  the  conditions  which  they 
see  around  them  in  the  city  are  not  the  necessary  accom¬ 
paniments  of  want  of  wealth ;  it  teaches  them  that  there 
is  purity  of  life,  cleanliness,  wholesomeness,  and  happi¬ 
ness  to  be  won  without  riches.  Above  all,  it  opens  their 
eyes  for  the  first  time  to  the  fact  that  there  is  tender  char¬ 
ity  in  the  world  ;  that  human  nature  is  not  hard-;  that  the 
world  is  their  friend,  and  not  their  natural  enemy  to  be 
preyed  upon  when  they  shall  come  to  manhood  and  wom¬ 
anhood.  The  lesson  which  all  these  children  learn  in  the 
country  is  that  industry  and  temperance  of  life  are  sure 
and  even  easy  means  of  securing  comfort  and  happiness 
for  the  poor  as  well  as  for  the  rich. 

“  Every  physician  testifies  that  the  children  come  back 
improved  in  health,  strengthened  in  constitution,  and 
better  fit  to  grow  into  healthful  manhood  and  woman¬ 
hood.  Every  mission  teacher,  every  clergyman  who  has 
had  acquaintance  with  the  work,  reports  that  the  moral 
nature  of  the  children  is  cleansed  and  purified,  that  they 
come  back  with  new  and  better  aspirations,  with  higher 
and  steadier  purposes,  with  hope  which  they  had  not 
before.  Are  we  not  justified  in  believing,  therefore,  that 
every  dollar  expended  in  this  work  is  well  and  profitably 
spent?  Is  it  not  true,  as  we  believe,  that  the  work  would 
justify  itself  by  its  fruits,  even  if  the  happiness  conferred 
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upon  the  children  and  their  personal  welfare  was  left  out 
of  the  account  ?  Does  not  society  make  a  good  invest¬ 
ment  when  it  gives  money  to  make  of  mission  and  tene¬ 
ment-house  children  better  citizens,  better  members  of 
society  than  they  would  otherwise  be  ? 

“  With  respect  to  the  administration  of  this  charity,  let 
us  repeat  what  we  have  said  before,  that  it  is  as  broad  as 
human  nature  and  human  needs.  Its  benefits  are  given 
without  distinction  of  race,  color,  religion,  politics,  or 
other  considerations  of  any  kind.  The  need  is  the  only 
claim  considered.” 


W.  F.  Whitcomb, 
J.  T.  Brown,  Jr., 
Arthur  Hobart, 


Committee 

on 

Benevolent  Action. 


Miss  Florence  Everett, 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Hearsey, 
Miss  Adelaide  L.  Jones,  . 
Miss  Sophie  King, 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Nichols, 

Miss  Laura  M.  Pollock, 
Miss  Ida  O.  Temple, 

Miss  Grace  L.  Wilson, 
Miss  H.  G.  Putnam,  Secy, 


Special  Committee. 
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